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We want to hear from you! Send your
photos and submissions to Tequesta
Magazine, 8965 SE Bridge Road, Suite
204, Hobe Sound, FL 33455; or e-mail
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Cover artist:
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Woody In Wonderland
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With the exception of a painting class I took in high school,
I'm a self-taught artist. I always
have thought like an artist, paying attention to light, shadow,
shape and form, but I didn't start
painting until 2002 at 49.

This is the time of year when we can keep our windows and sliding doors
open, bringing in all the outdoor sounds.
Lately, there is a new sound that's caught my attention, and it often comes
at the most unwanted times. I may be watching a good TV show or sleeping
when out of the clear, dark sky comes the bellowing, ear-rattling, house-shaking, jump-out-of-the-recliner BLAST!It's the train horn.
Sometimes I can hear the roar from miles away, that screeching sound of
the metal wheels rolling over the tracks. As the train gets closer to town, the
screeching gets louder and louder until you hear HONK as the train warns
nearby, waiting drivers.
Years ago, I remember my realtor saying, "The trains are a part of our town"
when I asked how often they would run.
I was a new homeowner, and I learned to accept the trains. I even remember
thinking there was something romantic in hearing one pass through town.
Sure, it stopped traffic. There were times when the train was moving so slowly
that I would count how many cars were passing by.

My paintings and subject matter
vary quite a bit depending on
my inspiration. I paint the surreal, sometimes from my dreams
and fantasies, or landscapes and
foliage inspired by my surroundings. I enjoy portraits and the
human form. Water is another
inspiration which appears in
most of my paintings. As a
lifelong surfer, I alwayshave
lived around water. I just love
it. Water is moving, fluid and
reflective.It can be every artist's
dream or nightmare.
Some of my paintings contain
hidden secondary images, and
things that are not what they
seem. Sometimes I do this just
to amuse myself and sometimes
as the premise of the painting.
I hope you enjoy my work as
much as I do creating it.

Now, the romance is over. The newer engines with their super-charged horns
are enough to make me jump out of bed each night. The thought of All
Aboard bringing 34 more trains through our area each day adds to the anxiety
I already have. In this issue, we talked to those in the know about this very
important issue.
The last thing I would want is to have to keep my windows closed, with constant train noise disrupting my peace during this time of year. The beauty and
peace of spring in Florida is one reason we all live here. I hope you join me in
fighting this proposal and learning more about ways we can protect our community's quiet and lovely quality of life.

Steve DeSena
Issue XXVII, March/April 2015
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We asked:

Mary Ward
of Lighthouse Art Center
"I think the trains will be
noisy, cause a lot of traffic
and they'll also affect boat
traffic. I don't think there is
much we can do to stop the
railroad:'

Joanne Chanda of Lollie's
"I think it's going to create
a lot of traffic. They'll take
away from our small-town
atmosphere. The trains will
make a lot of noise and
create more traffic. We are
a quiet little seaside town
and I think the trains will
take away from that atmosphere:'

will have on
our ar:ea?"

Georgiann Cusate of Marie
Antoinette's Furniture
"The trains are going to be
a real pain when you're trying to get from one place
to another. It's going to be
tough:'

By Steve DeSena

Len Mykietyn of Angilen
Gallery & Studios

Jan Otten of Robe Sound
Chamber of Commerce

"I think the trains will be a
problem with traffic back up.
Boat owners will be in trouble, as they will have to wait
for the bridge to open. Many
communities will be backed
up. Each time a train passes,
you'll have to wait 20 minutes
to get back on your way:'

"I see the trains as a hazard
to our traffic, our schools,
our children and our
property values; all will be
impacted. I'm not in favor
of it and it will not bring
any economic benefit to our
community:'

Joe Brodell
of Brodell Insurance

Ron Silliman
of Jupiter Bait and Tackle

"The noise, the horn blowing and the traffic. For
businesses on the west side
of the tracks, it's going to
be a problem. I didn't know
there was such a demand for
people coming and going to
Orlando:'

"My biggest concern is people with boats, big or small,
who'll have to wait for the
AlA bridge to go up. Right
now, boats back up all the
time. With 34 more trains,
when will people be able to
get their boats out?"
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Miami to
Orlando
commuter rail
has lots of

BACKERS
-·and

DETRACTORS
By Michael Readling

A

ll Aboard Florida is a proposed passenger rail project that quietly made its way across coastal Florida a little more than
two years ago. It is being developed by Florida East Coast Industries, LLC as the nation's first privately owned and
operated intercity passenger rail system. Its plans are to run a high-speed passenger rail from Miami to Orlando, with
stops in Fort Lauderdale and West Palm Beach. It is expected to bring up to 32 more trains per day-in addition to the 14
that currently run on local tracks-some traveling as fast as 110 mph.
Its proponents say it will provide an alternative for traveling between Orlando and Miami, but many residents in the smaller
communities up and down the coast-such as Hobe Sound, Jupiter and Tequesta, for example,-where
the trains will have an
impact but no stops,-see it differently.

K.c. Traylor is one of them. She read an article about All Aboard Florida last year and founded her own group, called Florida
Not All Aboard, to alert residents as to the potential negative impact she feels the project will have, especially on Martin and
northern Palm Beach counties.
Traylor, who says she has a background in sales and marketing, took a few minutes to discuss the All Aboard Florida project.
16

Tequesta Magazine

Train running along the Alt. AlA bridge in Jupiter.

Why is Florida Not All Aboard important?
When I first read about All Aboard Florida, the whole thing was moving along so quietly that I hadn't heard - or realized
- how large of a project it was and how much it was going to change the communities up and down the coast. I started
asking around and most people were completely unaware of it. And the few that said they had heard about it said it was
a done deal. I knew it wasn't a done deal and it still isn't; a done deal, so my goal now is to get the word out to as many
people as possible.

What do you think the biggest impacts of All Aboard Florida will be?
In Hobe Sound, there are no stops so the trains will be traveling through that part of the county at 110 miles per hour on tracks that go
by neighborhoods and schools. In Tequesta, the bridges over the Loxahatchee River present issues for mariners and safety in general.
That includes emergency boats. We're looking at nearly 50 trains a day. I am very much concerned when they talk about adding that
many more trains over a bridge that, right now, is down for an average of 20 minutes at a time.

Issue XXVII, March/April 2015
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A big part of the All Aboard Florida plan is to
build double tracks the entire length of the
route, from Orlando to Miami. How will that
affect communities such as Hobe Sound,
Tequesta and Jupiter?
They want to construct an entirely new set of tracks right next to the
existing tracks from Orlando to Miami, with the exception of the
bridge over the St. Lucie River, which will remain a single track. All
Not Aboard Florida finds that interesting because of the time it takes
those trains to go over that bridge means that bridge is going to be
down a lot more often, which is a huge issue in that area. Plus, it's
wishful thinking that they can coordinate 50 trains a day running on
double tracks, except for that one little stretch through Stuart.

Who pays for the plans?
That's the big question. They have applied for a $1.6 billion loan from
the federal government and they have been approved to issue private
activity bonds. These are tax-exempt bonds, so they are still impacting the taxpayers since taxes will not be paid on income earned from
those bonds. We don't believe that a high-speed passenger rail system
is feasible, so we do not want to use taxpayer money for this project.
This is a private company; they can get private financing.

Is there a good alternative to the current All
Aboard Florida plan?
We have suggested a couple of other options that would work very
well for what they are proposing. If you look, there are CSX lines that
are established and already run through the western part of Martin
County. One solution is for the FEC and CSX to partner up. CSX owns
those tracks, so FEC would have to lease or rent them. I know CSX
would be very open to that. That would be making use of a railroad
corridor that already exists and, by the way, also ends up in Orlando.

If the track runs primarily through the eastern
portion of Palm Beach and Martin counties,
how will All Aboard Florida affect everyone?
I absolutely say this will affect all taxpayers in whatever county they
live in. Stuart will be affected largely because they will be building
double tracks through downtown. Think of the mess that will cause.
Hobe Sound will see the trains come through at a tremendous speed.
At the end of the day, as taxpayers, when they increase the maintenance fees to care for the tracks, we're all going to pay for it. Somehow,
the community is going to have to come up with the extra cost for
maintenance and lease agreements.

What is the next step?
We're all kind of waiting for the Environmental Impact Study to
be released again. What's interesting with that is the first one they
released, for many communities, was completely inadequate and
wrong in a lot of instances. We're waiting to see what the Federal
Railroad Administration does with the response and then there are 30
days of public comment. In the meantime, a bunch of other groups
like the Marine Industry Association, CARE Florida and others are
seeking legal counsel. The Treasure Coast counties are trying to form
a coalition and a war chest. The most important thing is to realize this
isn't a done deal and we need to remain vigilant and make sure everyone knows about this.

For more information on both sides of this issue, visit www.
allaboardflorida.com and www.notallaboardflorida.net.
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